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Just before setting forth on a fast-paced western speaking tour, Theodore Roosevelt opened the Fourth
Liberty Loan Drive in Baltimore, Maryland, on September 28, 1918.
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The Last Round-up

by James F. Vivian

Theodore Roosevelt died suddenly on January 6,
1919, in his sixty-first year. Just three months earlier,
when by all observers’ accounts he seemed ‘‘as strenuous
as ever,”’ Roosevelt paid his last visit to the north
central plains. Roosevelt had not been in the region,
which had been so familiar to him as a young man,
since his last bid for the presidency under the banner of
the Progressive party in 1912. Mostly forgotten today,
the rapid trip west hurriedly developed in the middle of
September 1918. Although taken in part to satisfy
popular demand attendant on the Fourth Liberty Loan
drive of World War I, the trip also demonstrated
Roosevelt’s desire to blunt the challenge posed by the
Nonpartisan League (NPL) and the Industrial Workers
of the World IWW) in the Northwest during the closing
weeks of the off-year state and congressional election
campaigns.

Theodore Roosevelt
Confronts the Nonpartisan

League, October 1918
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